Farmer House Site

GAO06-148

Protect Your American Heritage
THIS HISTORIC SITE IS PART OF
YOUR AMERICAN HERITAGE

The past belongs to the future, but only you can preserve it.

Please protect this site by leaving the area undisturbed. Report vandalism to the
District Ranger or the Forest Supervisor, Gainesville, Georgia (770)536-0541.

Any person who excavates, disturbs, or collects artifacts from any historic or archaeological site on National
Forest lands without specific authorization is subject to citation and prosecution under the Antiquities Act of
1906, the Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979, 18 U.S.C. Sect. 1361, or Title 36 of the Code of
Federal Regulations.

This house site is located within borders of “The Four Mile Purchase”, Cherokee land that the State of
Georgia claimed and had issued land grants on. The Federal Court ruled that Georgia had illegally taken
the land from the Cherokee. Georgia was ordered to return land to the Cherokee and remove all white
settlers. An agreement was reached between the Cherokee and Georgia for Georgia to purchase the land.
This allowed settlers to remain on the land. The Farmer family came to this area in 1839. Land records
for the property, that this house occupied, indicate that it was a land grant from the State of Georgia to
Enoch Brady in 1835. In 1851 Ray Whitfield obtained the property, J.B. Hulsey in 1854, James Farmer
in 1855, W.V. Watkins before 1906 and Benjamin Franklin (Ben) Farmer in 1906. Ben was the grandson
of the above James Farmer. Ben and his bride, Beulah Cash, probably rented this property from W.V.
Watkins before purchasing it and moved here when they were married in January 1905. There were two
houses on this site when Ben and Beulah lived here. One was a log structure and the other a board
structure. They were living in the board structure house, with their first two children Burch and Bertha,
when it burned down. After house burned they probably moved to the original log house until a new
house was built, across Red Root Road, west of this site. No house was ever rebuilt on this site. The log
house was eventually turned into a wagon shed and corn crib. Ben and Beulah’s other four children, Bea,
Howard, Hubert and Ernest, were born in the new house. Ben Farmer sold this property to his brother
Jake in 1920 but a deed was never recorded. Jake told Ben that he couldn’t pay for the property and gave
the property back to him in 1922. In 1922 Ben sold the property to three of his brothers, J.H. (Joe)
Farmer, J.M. (Messer) Farmer and George Farmer. In 1938, at the time of acquisition by the federal
government, George Farmer was in possession of this property.

This Sign Placed Here By Ben Farmer Family

For more information on the Farmer family or to contact us visit our website:
http://www.farmermountainfarmers.com/ .
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