George Farmer House Site

GAO06-150

Protect Your American Heritage
THIS HISTORIC SITE IS PART OF
YOUR AMERICAN HERITAGE

The past belongs to the future, but only you can preserve it.

Please protect this site by leaving the area undisturbed. Report vandalism to the
District Ranger or the Forest Supervisor, Gainesville, Georgia (770)536-0541.

Any person who excavates, disturbs, or collects artifacts from any historic or archaeological site on National
Forest lands without specific authorization is subject to citation and prosecution under the Antiquities Act of
1906, the Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979, 18 U.S.C. Sect. 1361, or Title 36 of the Code of
Federal Regulations.

This house site is located within borders of “The Four Mile Purchase”, Cherokee land that the State of
Georgia claimed and had issued land grants on. The Federal Court ruled that Georgia had illegally taken
the land from the Cherokee. Georgia was ordered to return land to the Cherokee and remove all white
settlers. An agreement was reached between the Cherokee and Georgia for Georgia to purchase the land.
This allowed settlers to remain on the land. The Farmer family came to this area in 1839. Land records
for the property, that this house occupied, indicate that it was part of three hundred acres, more or less,
one part of which was granted to Polly Hancock and the other part to William Devoraux from the State
of Georgia. Polly and William conveyed this land to William M Farmer Sr after 1839 and it became
known as the “Mill Tract” due to a mill pond and water powered mill that he caused to be built there. In
1851 the legal heirs of William M Farmer Sr sold this “Mill Tract” to Allen Acre and Ray Whitfield. It
appears that Allen Acree and Ray Whitfield then sold this tract of land to Benjamin F Reynolds. In 1889
Benjamin sold seventy six acres of the “Mill Tract” including the mill to his daughter Elizabeth.
Elizabeth and her husband William Crawford Farmer raised their family, two daughters and six sons,
here. George Farmer, their seventh child, gained possession of this property sometime after he and his
wife Viola, daughter of Clayton Sanford and Lucy Cash Stephens, moved in during a dispute and
separation of William and Elizabeth. William and Elizabeth never lived together here again. At the time
of acquisition by the federal government, George Farmer was in possession of this property.
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This Sign Placed Here By Farmer Family

For more information on the Farmer family or to contact us visit our website:
http://www.farmermountainfarmers.com/ .
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